12 


MANCHESTER (N. H.) UNION LEADER — Mondoy, February 24, 1969 


J — - — - f Wl#f MU V J Mw%Jw 

!i'''Tr""!"'! 

1 Physicians Didnt See Prints Until Three Years Later 

Pathologists in JFK Death Denied Official Photos 


By ARTHUR C. EGAN JR. 
WASHINGTON - The Uiree 
railiUry phtliologisls who per- 
formed the autopsy on the late 
President John F. Kennedy 

I were not allowed to view (he 
photographs of the President’s 
body taken during the autopsy 
^ until nearly three years later. 


This fact was disclosed for 
the Tirsl time Jan. 18, 1969, 
when a statement, signed by the 
three pathologists, was admitted 
as evidence in a General 
Sessions Court hearing in Wash- 
ington. 

The three medieval doctors, 
Cmdr. James J. Humes, Direc- 


tor of Laboratories, and Cmdr. 
J. Thornton Boswell. Chief of 
Pathology, both assigned to the 
Naval Medical School In Be 
thesda, Md., and Lt. Col. Pierre 
A. FInck, Chief of Pathobgy at 
the Walter Reed Medical Cen- 
ter, said the photographs were 
taken at their direction and 


supervision at the time of the 
autops}’, Nov. 22, 1963. 

In their signed statement. Dr. 
Humes and Dr. Boswell, both 
said t h e pliolographs were 
tamed over to Secret Service 
agents at the conclusion of the 
post mortem examination and 
they, the pathologists, never 


saw the developed photographs 
until Nov. 1, 1966. 

Dr. FInck said he saw the 
photographs for the first time 
on Jan. 20. 1967. a littid. over 
three years alter they were 
taken. 

The statement signed by t.he 
three-man autopsy team was 


obtained as evidence from the 
Justice Department by attor- 
neys acting in behalf of Disl. 
Aity. Jim Garrison of New 
Orleans. 

Garrison had petitioned the 
General Sessions Court for an 
order forcing the federal gov- 
ernment to produce the 


I unu.neanyu.ee, ear,, a.«r. Cmdr. J.™e, J. Hume,, Direc- ..ken at U.eir direeUon and Z e"t%r.duTi p 




photographs and X-rays taken 
at the time of the Kennedy 
autopsy for the trial of Clay 
Shaw in New Orleans. 

Shaw, a New Orleans busi- 
nessman,, has been charged by 
Garrison with “conspiracy” in 
the death of President Kennedy. 
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The Garrison peUUon also 
I forced Attorney General Oark 
;to disclose, for the first time 
that a second team of patbo.'o^ 
gists liad made a secret review 
of the photographs and X-rays 
taken of Kennedy’s body. 

This action was kept secret by 
Clark and the results were not 
[ made known by the Attorney 
General until Jan. 16, 1969 the 
'^3y before the hearing on 
G^ison’s petition was to open. 

These four pathologists were 
known to the JusUce Depart- 
.’nanl as “The Panel’’ and werei 
no connected with the original 
autopsy team nor were thev’ 
involved in the first “review’' 
by^Drs. Humes. Boswell and 


The iindings of this panel was 
kept secret by Clark for nearly 
one year but some of the 
findings not only raised more 
questions concerning the assas- 
sination but even questioned the 
credibility cf the original au 
lopsy report filed by the mill 
tary pathologists. 

The 1968 review Panel noted 
the original autopsy report 
staled “X-rays of the entire 
body of the deceased were 
taken.” 

However, when the Panel 
conducted its review in Febru- 
ary of last year it reported “X- 
rays of the lower arms, wrists 
and hands, lower legs, ankles 
and feet were missing.” 

In commenting on the photo- 
graphs of the frontal region of 


The Panel went on to say Uial , 
additional photographs “do not; 
show where a bullet emerged 
from the head although those 
showing the interior of the 
cranium with the brain removed' 


•The Panel also indicated that 
the original autopsy team did 
not cc^ud a (hrougli pod 
mortem cxamtnalimi when it 
said. “Although the precise path 
of the bullet could iindoubtly 


cranium wim uic orain removco' oi me uunei coum miuuuuuy 
indicate it did not emerge from! have been demonsli>ated by a 
lu.. II complete dissection of the soft 

tissue between the two cus 


the super-orbital region.” . 

The 1968 Panel also found! 
metallic fragments in the neck; 
of the President which were nol 
seen or reported by the original 


toneous wounds , . . and went 
on to add It was possible this 
failure on liie pan of the autopsy 


L 
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The Panel, which conducted • skull and a portion of the 
i!s review of the autopsy mater- Internal aspects of the back of 
iai on Feb. 26 and 27. 1968. con- skull, the Panel said, “due 
bisted of Dr. William H. Carnes. Ihe lack of contrast of the 
Unlvmliy o; IJIah; Dr. Basse!! strroUires portrayed and lark of 

f. J. of Mory O' <*etail in these photo- 

H. Morgan. Rraphs the only condus-ion 

M-!^ ^ of Case i»ludy of this series was tbaf 

Western Re^rve College In . was no exciting 
Cleveland, Ohio. defect in the Mipra-orbltal re- 

' iiion of the ' 


seen or reported by the original i failure on die pan or the autopsy 
autopsy team at the Bethesda' 'team did nol mean loo much 
Naval Hospital. ’from a medical standpoint. 

On page 8 of The Panelis I Pboios .Missing 

report Is this statement; ; 1 in commenting on the missing 
-in U«..«nlr,l portion of tho! 'ph„,„g,aphs of the Presidenf, 
body, allorntys told tlie court. 
••Many phol-ngraphs t^ken on 
N’ov. 22. 19tl8, appear to be 
missing. Incredible as li may 
' ssem, either lhe;*e were no 
pliotographs taxen of the front 
of the body or these photo- 
|gra|)hs were mined in the 
ju-ocess of dc\ cl-jpm€i!l or they 
were simply nol shown to the 
1968 I’ancl — or is fherc 
something else uncxpluineU.” 


canal's base there cun be seen a 
gray brown rectangular struc- 
ture measuring approximately 
13 by 20 mm. Us identiry cannot 
be established by the Panet" 

The original nulapsy report 
,aisn failed to make note of this 
'foreign '^ub^t:m».-c which is about 
!*4 by 1-3 inch, a fairly sizable 
■miss. 


It was noted that the 1668 
kevlew Panel describe the cn- 
irance wound in the hesd as 
ganging from 8mm to 20 mm. in 
diameter. Yet the alleged rifle 
usv*d by Lee Harvey Os\vald 
fired bullets of only 6.5 mmm.j 
Rifle expeils claim that cn-| 
trance wounds are normally j 
approximately the size of the 
calibre of the bullet. j 

Dr. Cyril H. Wccht, Pitls-i 
jurgh. Pa., who holds a law' 
degree from boUi the Lniversilyi 
of Maryland and Ihe Universityi 
of Pittsburgh, and is row a 
clinicai instructor in Pathology 
at the University of Pittsburgh 
School of .Medicine, appeared as 
a witness for Garrison in the 
court hearing. 

Dr. Wecht, in his testimony. 
?wted ihst. at one lime. Dr, 
Fisher, a .member of Ihe 1968 
Panel, v^as his chief inriructo.*' 
and Ir'dincd iiini in paihoiogy 
and was also a personal friend 

The Pill burgh medical die 
lor, in differing with some of 
the conclusions rescin d by tb* 


original autopsy team at; 
Bethesda Nav-al Hospital drew 
the wrath of the government 
attorney, Carl Elardley. deputy 
assistant atlorney general under 
Ramsey Clark. 

“But you weren’t at the 
autopsy were you? Have you 
ever attended the autopsy of a 
famous person like the Presi- 
dent. You never have been 
surrounded by Tre.asury agents. 
FBI agents, admirals ami doc- 
tors. ail anxious to have this 

I thing over with? It makes a 
difference doesn't it?” charged 
Eardley in defending the incon 

( sistencies in the original autop- 
sy report. 

The Warren Commission 
Report disclosed between 30 
to -10 various .''uvemment of- 
rii.ials were Ivivering around 
jthe iliree puihidngists wlule 
the post mortem examination 
j'lf the sl.mii President was in 
( !.*! rciess. 
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